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Great Part of Mr. Stebbing's late 
Book being directly in Anſwer 
to Me, he has reaſon to expect, 
all that I either defend my own 
— Sentiments, or give them up. Ac- 
: cordingly I acknowledge my ſelf in his Debt: 
But when I ſhall get out of it, I cannot preciſely 
tell. I am not Maſter of ſo much Leiſure, as 
to have it in my Power to be very expedi- 
tious. And beſides, I think it becomes me, pur- 
poſely to defer this Work; in order to ſee, 
whether the whole Book be not undertaken b 
1 ſome abler Hand, In the mean time, I 4 
ling to take the firſt Opportunity of conſider- 
ing what Mr. Stebbing has advanced againſt the 
Arguments I laid down in a ſhort Dialogue be- 
2 tween a Pupiſt and a Proteſtant ; which is to be 
found in my Letter to Dr. Sherlock. Aud in- 
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deed it may juſtly be look d upon as a Prelimi- 


quiry, whether the Difficulty which I 1 


there attempted to ſalve, will, or will not admit 


deluded Men, an 


Weight of ſuch a Difficulty. On the other hand, 
it may be hoped that a Removal of this Difficul- 
would open the Doctrine a Way into the 


much prejudiced againſt it. 


Mr. Stebbing ( Preface Page 7.) ſets this Dif- 
ficulty before the Reader in the Words of Dr. 
Sherlock who firſt ſtarted it; and having Com- 
plimented the Biſhop of Bangor a little accord- 


ing to Cuſtom, takes leave of his Lordſhip, to 


attend (as He ſays) upon Me. But notwith- 
ſtanding the Appearance of fo much Ceremony, 
I have no reaſon to boaſt of the Civility of his 
Salutation. His firſt Words are, that tis my 
peculiar Unhappinefs always to State the Caſe wrong. 
And a few Lines after, acknowledging that I had | 
nevertheleſs hit upon the true Point ; He takes i 
care to inform his Reader in a moſt courteous 


Parentheſis, that this is a Happineſs which ſel- 
dom be falls me. A appine ſ. fe 


But to let Him fee how much He is miſtaxen; 


of a fair Solution. For if the Do&@rine of Sin- 
_ cerity renders the Conviction of erroneous and 
impra@icable Thing; and 
even makes it abſurd, and unreaſonable to en- 
dea vour it; it muſt neceſſarily ſink under the 


inds of Thoſe, who have hitherto been ſo 


* RY "oe r 


the [ſame Happineſs befalls me again this very In- 


ſtant. For without Queſtion I ſhall bit upon a- 
nother True Point, when I inform Mr. Stebbing, 


that He ought not to attempt thus to Prepof- 


ſeſs his Readers to his Adverſaries Diſadvan- 
tage. It would really be an Affront to Him, 
to ſuppoſe Him Ignorant of the Meanneſs, and 


Diſingenuity of ſuch Management. But per- 
haps I had given Him ſuch kind of Treatment 


before, 


A. 
before, and thereby laid my ſelf open to a Re- 
prizal. It may be I had repreſented Him ſome- 
what ſcurvily to My Readers, and beſpoke their 
Contempt of Him at my firſt ſetting out. And 
if ſo, how could I expect any thing better in 
Return ? Very true: But what will the Rea- 
der ſay, when he hears, that inſtead of ſuch a 
Provocation, I had ſhewn Mr. Stebbing a pecu- 
liar Regard, and at the firſt mention of his 
Name, diſtinguiſhed Him -— I will not ſay 
How. If this Gentleman can bluſh, I have here 
given Him a fair Opportunity. But in truth 
I have fome reaſon to bluſh my felf, for making 
fach a Complaint as this; when I know how 
much Worſe He has uſed my Betters. I ſhall 
only add, that tho' we find Him venturing to 
Appeal to the Goſpel in Juſtification of certain 
Do#rines, He will never have the Courage to 
Appeal thither in Juſtification of certain Pra@t- 
es. 

I ask the Reader's Pardon for this Digreſſion; 
and ſhall now go on to enquire wherein I had ſo 
unhappily Miſ-ſtated the Caſe aforeſaid. By 
way of Introduction to the Dialogue, I had thus 
expreſſed my ſelf to Dr. Sherlock; If Sinceraty 
will procure Men as much Favour as Truth and 
Orthodoxy ; from thence Jon ſeem to think it 
will follow, that They who are in the Wrong, muſt 
be altogether out of the Reach of Conviction, and 
that if it were Poſfible, it would be, &c. Hereby 
making, I own, Part of the Difficulty to be the 
Impoſibility of converting a Papiſt on his Lord- 
thip's Principle, which Mr. Stebbing tells me 3s 
certainly very wide of the Matter. And I mutt 
venture to tell him in my turn, That he is 
certainly very much miſtaken : For did not 
Dr. Sherlock repreſent the Papiſt as fully per ſua- 
ded, that (on the Biſhop's Principle) he could 

reap 


RE, 
reap no Advantage from a Change of his Religi- 
on ? And muſtnot ſuch a Perſuaſion, while be 
continued in it, render it morally impoſible to con- 
vert him? Can it be imagin'd, that any Man 
would give himſelf the trouble of attending to a 
long Train of Arguments, from which (however 
they might happen to work upon him) he expe- 
cted not the leaſt Benefit? For as to a Senſe of 
any Obligation to ſubmit to ſo much Trouble, 
that is likewiſe out of the Suppoſition. ---- Tho 
Dr. Sherlock did not expreſly mention this Part 


of the Difficulty, yet I had reaſon to ſuppoſe 


that he might be aware of it. However, as I 
undertook to anſwer the Whole of it, I ought 
not to overlook this Part, if it really be a Part; 
and I hope Mr. Stebbing will allow me, for the 
future, to call it ſo. 

The other Branch of the Difficulty is, That if 
it were poſſible to convince ſuch Men, it would 
be abſurd and unreaſonable to attempt it. Here in- 


deed ( ſays Mr. Stebbing ) is the real Difficulty ; and 


if Silvius bas ſhewn there is any Senſe in attempting 


it, 1 am thus far ſatisfied. 

To make this appear, I begun with obſerving, 
that Truth is a Real Good, and that it will be 
one of the principal Enjoyments of the Bleſſed 
hereafter. Which Mr. Stebbing tells me is ſaying 
T know not what, But let ns ſee whether this raſh 
Imputation do not recoil upon himſelf. Thus he 
goes on: The Scriptures tell us, that the Happineſs 
of Heaven conſiſts in ſeeing God as He is, and in li- 
wing for ever in the Enjoyment of his Love, i. e. 
in the Participation of his Happineſs. . And this I 


br is a great deal more than ſimply the Enjoyment 
0 


Truth, Well, and what then ? Becaule the 
Participation of Divine Happineſs comprehends 
other Enjoyments beſides that of Truth, does 


it follow from thence, that Truth cannot be ne 
0 
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of the Principal Enjoyments of the Bleſſed ? 
And yet either his Obſervation is utterly imper- 
tinent, or this muſt be his Inference; which if 
he can ſhew to be a juſt one, I promiſe him I 
will not truſt my Underftanding again in haſte. 
Who would have expected this from ſuch a won- 
derful Critick in Conſequences ? I did not make 
the Happineſs of Heaven to conſiſt wholly in the 
* I of Truth. So far from it, that I did 
not ſay 1t was the Principal Enjoyment of Hea- 
ven; but only One of its principal Enjoyments. 
And has Mr. Stebbing ſo much as attempted to 
diſprove this ? — Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon in his 
Sermon on this Subject, enumerating (as far as 
he had any Light to direct him) the chief In- 
gredients of the Happineſs of Heaven, mentions 
Truth the very firſt. And Thope Mr. Stebbing 
will not charge Him with ſaying he knew not what. 
I had further aſſerted, That Truth is a Real 
Enjoyment even in this Life; and asked, if it 
did not bring Pleaſure and Content to the Mind 
of Man. Why yes (ſays Mr. Stebbing ) juſt as 
much as Falſhood under the appearance of Truth. 
But I am much afraid this will prove more ſub- 
tle than ſolid. -— Tho' it were never ſo hard to 
pount out the Difference between theſe Two Plea- 
ſures, yet I ſhould think it a Diſparagement to 
the Mind of Man, and to all Intelligent Beings, 
to ſuppoſe the Satisfaction of Imaginary Truth, 
equal to that of Real. Do's Mr. Stebbing believe, 
that if the Minds of Angels were full of Errors 
inſtead of Truths, this would be no Diminution 
of their Happineſs ? ---- But to come cloſer to 
the Point, No Error can have any thing more 
than the Appearance of Truth. It is therefore 
only believed to be Truth, which is not Knowledge 
but Opinion, And foraſmuch as Knowledge muſt 
needs be more ſatisfactory to the Mind, than 


Opi- 


80 
Opinion; ſo far tis manifeſt, that Truth muſt 


have the Advantage of Error; Knowledge 9 
1 


only a Conſciouſneſs of poſſeſſing Truth.— 
it be yet ask'd, What Difference there is, in 
Point of Pleaſure, between Knowledge and an 
erroneous Opinion entertain'd with the utmoſt 
Confidence; I anfwer, that how grateful ſoever 
the Latter may happen to be, upon any acciden- 
tal Account, the Former muſt have this Advan- 
tzge over and above, viz. That it gratifies the 
Underſtanding with a Perception naturally plea- 
ſant; which Perception is altogether wanting in 
the other Cafe. For an imaginary Perception is 
indeed no Perception at all. -—- I ſhall explain 
my felf by an Inſtance. Suppoſe a young Stu- 
dent, blundering ſo far as to bring himſelf into 
an Opinion, that the three Angles of a Triangle 
are equal to two Right ones and a half. This 
Error of his may be accompany'd with a confu- 
ſed jumble of Ideas, that may yield him perhaps 
ſome little Amuſement. Nay, it may afford him 
the Pleaſure cf believing that he is more know- 
ing than he was, and his Underſtanding richer 
by one valuable Propoſition. But after all, he 
wants the Pleaſure of thoſe Pexceptions which 
belong to the Truth he has miſſed, when rightly 
and regularly demonſtrated. --- Take another 
Inſtance more ſuitable to the Dialogue. The Pa- 
itt, by abandoning their Reaſon for the ſake of a 
blind Faith, ſuffer themſelves to believe that the 
ſame individual Body may be in ten thouſand dif- 
ferent Places at once. This, I ſay, they belzeve. 
At the ſame time, I hope I may be allowed to 
ſay, that we know, and can demonſtrate the con- 
trary to be true : Or rather, we know it without 
Demonſtration. Their Error may be pleaſing 
to Them, and our Truth pleaſing to Us, upon ſe- 
veral external Accounts; and ſo far we are M 
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1 
But then it is manifeſt that w# have a Red Pore 
ception which they want. Or if ſome of them have 


it, they are forced to ſtifle and ſuppreſs it, and 
keep it, as much as poſſible, out of ſight. 


But Mr. Stebbing tells us in the next Words, 


that The Mind do's not receive Pleaſure from the re- 
al abſtracted Natures of Things, but from the Rela- 


tion which they bear to it ſelf. And therefore (con- 


ee. 


tinues he) the Fool who fancied himſelf an Empe- 


ror, had certainly as mich Pleaſure and Content as 
if he had really) been an Emper,r, And does Mr. 
tebbing think, by this fanciful] Inſtance, to make 


us overlook an Obſervation ſo weakly made, and 
2? ſo looſely expreſs'd ? For the abftra@ed Natures 
2 of Things, as they relate to one another, ſo they 
#alſo zelate to the Mind which perceives them. 
And they relate to it, even in hit Senſe, if they 
give it Pleaſure, which I affirmed, and which it 
was his buſineſs to have diſproved. But let me 
ask him, Is there no ſuch thing as Ideal Pleaſure ? 
Does the Perception of Truth, conſider'd ſimply, 
and abſtractedly from all other Intereſts , 
yield no Delight, no Entertainment to the Mind 
of Man? Is all that Pleaſure which ſo ſtrongly 
captivates Mathematicians, for inſtance, ow- 
ing to Proſpects of Fame, or Profit, or the like 
Advantages? I appeal to the Experience of the 
Learned. Had Mr. Stebbing ſaid, that the Plea- 
ſure of Truth depends upon the Relation which 


Truth bears to the Mind; it would ſoon have 


been granted him, that proper Faculties, and a 


previous Inclination muſt neceſſarily be ſuppo- 
fed, As to the Former, I necd ſay nothing. And 
of the Latter I fhall take no other notice, than 


to obſerve, that it is never wanting in undepra- 


ved Minds. If therefore this had been Mr. Steh- 
bing's Remark, it would have been very wide of 


Jus Purpoſe, Tho' I muſt needs ſay, he would 


B have 
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have had ſome reaſon to thank me, if I had un- 
derftood him to mean 8 elſe. For the other 
Aſſertion is not only Unphiloſophical, and falſe, 


but diſhonourable to Human Underſtanding, and 


à ſort of High-Treaſon againſt Yb it ſelf. | 
Whether I be in the right, or the . GH a- 


bout this Matter, it fo happens (und Mr. Steb- 


bing dares not call it one of my peculiar Unbap- 
pine ſſes) that I am ſure of being an Advocate 
for Truth. And if 1 be in an Error, I will grant 
fo much in favour of Mr. Stebbing, that it is a 
very agreeable one. Nevertheleſs, if he will 
prove it to be fuch, I ſhall be content to reſign 
it, Nay 1 ſhall be glad to part with it. For 
Truth will always be acceptable and grateful to 
Me, even tho' it ſhould fpeak in diſparagement 
to it ſelf. F 
But what ſhall I ſay to his Infance now men- 
tion'd ? I readily grant Mr. Stebbing that there 
are ſome Truths, the Pleaſure of which terminates JI 
in Men's ſenfual Inclinations, or it may be, their 
Paffons; and fometimes perhaps in a fantaſtical © 
Humour,— Talſo grant That thete are ſome Er- 
rors equally Pleaſant and Beneficial, in the ſame | 
Reſpects. And when thoſe Truths are not to be 
had, theſe Errors become very ſeafonable : And 
Men often grow ſo extreamly fond of them, as 
not to be willing to part with them upon any 
ſcore. One of theſe delightfal Errors is fometimes F 
enough to outweigh all the dry Truths that were 
ever found out either by Ariftotle or Newton, F 
The Poſſeſſors of it ſhall envy no Man any ſuch 
Happineſs. Nay, they ſhall deſpiſe, and even 
trample with Diſdain upon all the clear Ideas 
of C Hills gvortb, and Hales, and Lock, and Iro 
more that ſhall now be nameleſs. | 
As I have thus far been pleading for Truth, 
I cannot forbear acquainting Mr, Stebbing, _ | 


| (* 9 
er F is not to be put out of Conntenence by a 
{> ſcornful Feſt, or an inſult ing Sneer. Nor is it to 
nd be run down by ſupercilious Looks, or big Words, 
Men may throw Dirt 1 or they may con- 
a. trive many Ways to obſcure it for a while, and 
„. make it muddy. But, like a River, it will ſoon 
work it ſelf clear; ſoon refine, and ſhew a bright 
ite Face again, to the Joy of its Fjzends, and the 
nt (Confuſion of its Enemies. I defire therefore 
sar. Stebbing not to take any more fruitlefs Pains, 
511 and what 2 4 ſoever be may take in his 
gn own Errors, that he will for the future keep 
x them to himſelf, and not grudge other Men the 
to Pleaſure of Truth. But if he will write on, let 
nt however Admoniſh him, not to think any 
more of Patching up an unſound Argument, 
en- with a ſmart Sentence, or a quaint Remark , for 
ere we Lovers of Truth do not intend to be ſo im- 
tes Poſed upon. 
eir But to return. Setting aſide the Pleaſure of 
a] Truth, Mr. Stebbing, upon further Conſideration, 
Er may poſhbly find Reaſon to grant, that it is 
me devertheleſs a Real Good. For ſurely an Ac- 
be dquiſition of Truth, at leaft ſuch as I have been 
na ſpeaking of, is attended with an Improvement 
as ef Men's Faculties. Men are hereby inabled to 
ny ꝓroceed more ſucceſsfully in their Search after 
nes Knowledge in general; and that not only as 
ere their Faculties are hereby ſtrengthened, but 
ton, alſo upon the account of that Natural Connexi- 
ach n Which there is between one Truth and another. 
zen | Again, Is it not highly probable, that the en- 
* iching of a Man's Mind with ſound Knowledge 
Tipo BN this World, will contribute to the increaſe of 
is Happineſs in the next; in caſe other, and 
th. Fore neceſſary Qualifications be not wanting? 
hat This ſeems to be here denied by Mr. Stebbing. 
E i ( lays he) let Truth be as great a Good, as 
Silvius would have it to be, Let it alſo be the 
nee - Princi- 


ferent States of Men in a Life to come, ſhould not be 


Cw ) 
Principal Enjoyment of thg Bleſſed hereafter : Pray 
why may not 3 e Papift enjoy as much Truth 


hereafter, as a fincere Prote ſtant? Ceateris paribus, | 
it ſcems not Probable that he will; becauſe his 
erroneous Belief having fettered his Mind, and 
cramped his Capacity in ſome meaſure; he is 
hereby thrown back, as it were, or at leaſt hin- 
dered from making ſuch a Proficiency as he 
otherwiſe might have done. But he adds, Is it 
neceſſary that be ſhould carry his Errors with him 
into another World ? It is not to be doubted but 
his Religious Errors will be done away, and 
perhaps All other Errors. But ſtill if his Ca- 
pacity has been checked or ſtraitned in this 
World, in all likelyhood it will be ſome Diſ- 
advantage to him in the next..-— Tho' the De- 
grees of the Saints Happineſs hereafter, will 
chiefly be meaſured out by the Rule of their Mo- 
ral Improvements ; yet a good deal may depend 
upon their Intellectual. But what need I urge 
this to Mr. Stebbing, who expreſsly affirms in 
his Book (Page 183) That to imagine that the dif . 


adapted to their different Capacities; is to aſcribe 
Weakneſs to the All-wiſe God. But how is this 
conſiſtent with the Paſſage I have been conſider- 
ing? I mean that of a ſincere Papift enjoying 
as much Truth hereafter, as a ſincere Proteſtant. 
For does not a well-grounded Conviction of the 
Truth of Froteflantiſm, imply an acquiſition © 

Knowledge * And does not every acquiſition of 
8 proportzonably improve and augment 
2 Man's Capacity And does not. every Advan- 
tage of Capacity proportionably qualify a Man 
for a larger Enjoyment of Truth ? I ſhall leave 

therefore Mr. St ebl ing to reconcile theſe two 
Paſſages himſelf, T as eo] 


To 


( 13 ) 
To obviate a Remark that he would here be 
apt to make; I own I ſuppoſed in my Examima- 
tion, &c. that the Errors of a ſincere Chriſtian 
wauld not only not deprive him of any Share 
of God's Favour ; but even be no Occaſion of the 
leſſening of his Happineſs. This negligent Sup- 


oſition I partly fell into, by confounding the 
Flea of God's Favour with that of Rewards conſe- 
quent thereupon ; which Mr. Stebbing himſelf 
had alſo done. But he knows I ſoon ſet this 
Matter right in my Letter to Dr. Sherlock. The 
Truth is, if an Equal Share of God's Favour did 
infer (as I then' fuppoſed) an Equal Share of 
Happineſs , it would ſtill appear to me much 


more Reaſonable to grant ſincerely erroneous: 


Chriſtians the Latter, than to deny them the 
Former, WI me 

We have thus far conſidered that Argument in 
the Dialogue, which turns upon the Pleaſure and 
Advantage of Truth in General; and tho* Mr. 
Stebbing tells us, He can think of nothing more Tri- 
fling, yet He muſt give Me, and I preſume O- 
thers, leave to be of a different Opinion. For. 
my Part I have learn'd to ſuſpect his Deciſions, 
and to be jealous of his moſt peremptory Aſſer- 
tions. As to the Point before us, I can by no 
means allow, that the Preſent Satisfactions, and 
Advantages of Truth, are ſuch deſpicable Conſi- 
derat ions as he would make them. And beſides, 
if our Future Happineſs does in ſome meaſure, 
depend upon the Improvements of our Faculties 
in this Life; whatever hangs a Weight upon 
them, and hinders them from being exerted to the 
beſt Advantage, muſt be look'd upon, at leaſt, 
as an Inconvenience worth the trouble of remo- 
ving. In ſhort, every Step that we take in Sound 
Knowledge, may upon this account be reckon'd 


a Spiritual Gain; as the Progreſs we make in 


Rel 
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Neligious Knowledge is Double Gain : Or at leaſt 
would be, if ſome Men did not leſſen it by the 
high Tax — 2 ſet upon it. I will not ſuffer my 
felf to be miſunderſtood. What I mean is, The 
Diffeculties and Di ſcouragements that attend the Pra- 
moters of this Kind of Knowledge. And what 
adds to theſe Grievances, is, that they who uſed 
to think them very Great, and complain'd of 
them accordingly; do now, it feems, think 
them too little, and take Pains to encreaſe Them. 


What hard Fate attends the Setters forth of firange 


Truths > All Hands muſt join in Damming up 
Light and Knowledge, left they break in upon 
us as a raging Flood, and we be all ſwallowed 
up in a general Inundation ! 

The Prate ſtant in the Dialogue went on to ſhew 
the Papiſt, that the convincing him of bis Errors 
world redound to his ſpiritual Advantage in ſuch a 
Sen ſe as could nat be rejeded even by bimſelf. He 


inftanced in the Worſhip of Saints, which he 


told him was prejudicial to his Soul; becauſe 
That Intercourſe which he held with the Crea- 
ture, were it held with the Creator, would unde- 
mably turn to better account, in reſpect of the ?! 
natural Influence and Operation which it would 
have on the Soul, and ſo on. And what does Mr. 
Stebbang fay to this? Ve are come (lays he) te 
a very fine Paſs indeed, when ſuch Metaghyſicks muft 
be called in, towards refolving fo 1 a Que ſtion 
as this, what Good can you do @ Papift by conver- 
ting him 2 Whence it happens that both the 
Dean and Himſelf ſhew ſuch an Averſion to Me- 
taphyſic ks, is not my buſineſs to enquire. But if 
the foregoing: Argument be Metaphyſcls, ſure 1 
am that many Moral and Chriſtian Duties can» 
not be explained, and accounted for, without 
them. The Fepiſ was told that to converſe with 
Ged in Prayer, would naturally edify 1 

STEP; | | | than 
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ö riſion, a Metaphyſical, or an Elaborate Account: 


u. 
than converſing with a Creature. And pray Reader, 
is this ſuch an abſtruſe matter? What is there, Mr. 
Stebbing as ks, in this elaborate Account of ſpirituai 
Advantages, that can ſatisfy any reafonable Man ? 
And afterwards cryes out, What i; this Myſtery © 
That this ſhoald be any Myſtery to him, is, I af- 
fure him, a great Myſtery to me: Or would be at 
leaft, if I did not confider that the beſt Eyes a- 
vail nothing, when a Man is diſpofed to Wink. 
He adds, there wants ſome CEdipus to unfold . 
I aſfare him, Silvius is no CEdipus, and yet is 
not without Hopes of being able to give him Sa- 


tis faction in this Matter; in cafe he really wants 


it, and is willing to have it: Which are two 
Points that I do not think fit at preſent, either 
to Affirm or Deny. | 

But to proceed, Whatever contributes to ſhut 
the Thoughts of the Creator out of Men's Minds 
at 3 is certainly prejudicial to the Soul. 
For that great Idea as naturally tends to improve 
and exalt the Soul, as the Sun does to enliven the 
Body. But this more eſpecially holds true at 
the Hours of Devotion. For what can be more 
hurtful to Devotion, than during the Exerciſe 
thereof, to have a Man's Thoughts transferred, 
and drawn off from its only true Object? When 
God is prefent to our Minds in Prayer; his 
Greatneſs ſtrikes them with a profound Awe, 
and a pious Reverence. His Goodneſs excites 
our Gratitude, and his Mercy raiſes our Hopes. 


In a Word, beſides ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, the 
Soul is naturally elevated, and its beſt Affections 


ſtirred up, and quickned. And will any Man fay, 


| Thefe are no Helps to Devotion, nor conducive 


to the Improvement of it : Or if he grants'this, 
will he deny it to be any ſpiritual Advantage & 
Mr. Stebbing, may if he pleaſes, call this, in Pe- 


But 


; ' H; 
But I Hope ſuch Metaphyſical Accounts will ne- 
ver be deemed abſurd, or unſeaſonable. It may 
indeed ſeem to need an Apology that I inſiſt up- 
on ſuch evident, ſuch obvious Truths ! But as 
they can never be inſiſted on too often, ſo Mr. 
Stebbing has made them particularly neceſſary 
at this time. 8 

It may be obſerved ( tho' it ſeems needleſs) 
that the Intervention of an Image, or a Picture, 
naturally tends to darken and confound the Idea 
of the Supreme Being ; which, as I have already 
obſerved, ought ever to be preſent to the Minds 
of Worſhippers in the moſt lively manner. *Fis 
well known, that corporeal Objects are ſo far 
from being capable of . repreſenting God in any 


wiſe, that they muſt of Neceſſity miſrepreſent | 


Him. By conſequence, thofe Images, or Pictures 
of the Deity (the very Abſurdity of the Expreſ- 
ſion ſhews the n of the Thing ) which 
the Papiſts have made uſe of in their Devotion, 
muſt needs be prejudicial to it in a high Degree. 
I own, it was not Image, or PiFure-Worſhip 


that I inftanced in, but the Worſhip of Saints; 


and therefore I return to that, *Tis moſt certain 
that they who Pray to Saints, muſt think of the 
Saints they are praying to, if they Pray in earn- 
eſt. The Queſtion therefore is, whether the Idea 
of God ( which would always in Time of Worſhip 
be preſent to the Minds of Papiſts, if they Prayed 
to him only) would not contribute more to the 


increaſe of their Devotion, than the Idea's of 


the Saints: And if this be owned, as ſurely it 
will, whether the increaſing and improving of 


Devotion be not a ſpiritual Advantage, as I before 


took notice, 


Whether Mr. Stebbing will now allow me to l 


have explained, what he ſaid wanted explaining; 


or Whether he yet underſtands how: Moral Im- 


provements 
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Deer 


Papiſts do) throug 


. 
provements are hinder'd by Creature-Worſhip, 
1 am not able to determine. He confeſſes ( Page 
14) that If Silvius will ew by very plain Argu- 
ments, that he who N. worſhips God ( as the 

the Creature, tnay not be as 
good a moral Man, as be who worſhips God imme- 


1 diately, be will do ſomething that is to the Purpoſe. 
On the other hand, I confeſs very freely, that if 


I have not ſhewn this, all T have ſaid is nothing 
to the Purpoſe. MES 

However, fince Mr. Stebbing has complained, 
that one Part of my Proof was Trifling, and the 


other Metaphyſcal; and ſince he ſuppoſes J have 
2 rais'd greater Difficulties than I am able to re- 
move: I think it may not he amiſs to add ſome- 
thing here for the further clearing of the Mat- 
ter; and in order to confirm the Point I unders 
took to prove. The only Queſtion is, ( accord- 

ing to Mr. Stebbing himſelf) Whether it be, or be 
not, abſurd, and unreaſonable, to attempt the Con- 
: verſion of a Papilt, on the Biſhop's Principle ? Mr. 


Stebbing maintains it is, and would willingly ſee 


+ ſome plain Proof of the contrary. Now tho? I 
think what I offer'l at firft, by no means obſenze, 


yet ſince Mr. Stebbing affirms it is, I ſhall here 
; endeavour to ſatisfy him in his own Way, by 


producing a few ſuch Arguments as he ſhall be 


: ſure to underſtand, and therefore need be at ng 
other trouble, than that of anſwering them. 


Let it then be ſuppoſed for once, that Fopery 


was no diſadvantage to the Profeſſors of it, in 


«&; 


1 4 of their Future Happineſs: nevetthelefs 
I t 


us argue. --- Whatever reflects great Diſ- 


! honour on the Chriſtian Religion; Whatever is 


a great Stumbling-Block to Atheiſts, Derfts, Pa- 
gaus, Mabometans, and Fews, and a manifeſt Ob- 


ſtacle to their Converſion ; the removing of it 


j muſt needs be, not only not abſurd, and unrea- 


J 


* ſonable, 
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ſonable, but highly fitting and reaſanable, and 
even an indiſpenſable Duty upon all Chriſtians, 
aa far as hyes in their Power. -- But ſuch a Diſ- 
honour to Chriſtianity, ſuch a Stumbling-Block to 
Unbelievers, Pope moſt certainly is; — and 
therefore it ought to be the Care and Concern of 
all Chriſtians, to endeavour, &c. I need not 
draw out the Argument at large, or be at the 
trouble of enforcing it by Piece-Meal; becauſe | 
it contains A What is ordinarily taught 
and maintained by all Proteſtants. Neither do 
Ire to take notice, that the Converſion of a 
ſingle Papif is one bein the accompliſh- 
ing of ſo good a Work. --- I hope therefore this | 
Argument contains a ſatisfactory Anſwer to that 
Queſtion, What good can ,you do by converting @ | 
Papiſt ? As to the other Queſtion, hat good can | 
you- do a Papift by converting him? This is alſo | 
in part anſwered, already. For ſurely every | 
Papzft is concerned in the Honour and Propaga- 
tion of the Chriſtian Religion. It would doubt- 
leſs be matter of great Joy- and Triumph to e- 
very ſincere Papiſt, to fee Infidelity every where 
vanquiſh'd, and the Light of the Gcſpel over- 
ſpreading the whole Earth. -- However, I ſhall 
not ſtop here, but proceed to ſome Advantages 
that more immediately relate to the Fapiſt, and 
conduce viſibly and undeniably to his ſpiritual 
Improvements. And thus again I argue. | 
I. Whatever Church deprives its Members of 
the principal Means of Religious Knowledge and 
Inſtrud ion, Joes undoubtedly obſtruct Men's ſpi- 
ritual Edification, ard Moral Improvements : ! 
But of this the Church of Rome is guilty, and 
therefore, &c. Every Body ſees that I mean the 
Prohibition of the Scriptures ; and I hope the Pro 
poſition will paſs among Froteſtants without Proof. 
2. Whatever Church inflicts ſeverer Penalties ? 
on 


N 
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on ſuppoſed fulſe Dodrinet, than notoriaus Immo- 
ralities, does, by a natural Conſegquence, corrupt 
the Minds and Jydgments of its Members ; 
and by another natural Conſequence, hinder 


3 their a Improvement in Morality : ut this is 
the Practice of the Church of Rome, and there- 
fore, c. Here it may be alledged, that a fin- 


cere Papiſt will effectually guard againſt ſuch 


Conſequences, and not ſuffer himſelf to be fo 
miſguided. And indeed in ſome Inſtances he 
may, and therefore certainly will detect the Ini- 


1 guity of ſuch Proceedings. But on the other 


and, it is paſt doubt, that ſucere Men may be 


a in ſome meaſure ſeduced and deluded by fuch 


Means; eſpecially thoſe of the inferior and more 


ignorant Sort. When Prejudices are early imbi- 


tend to hinder the due 
and greateſ Precept in the Moral and Evangeh- 
cal Law; in that Church ſpiritual Improvement 
is certainly obſtructed: But this is the Caſe 
of the Papiſts; and therefore, &c — The Truth 
of the Minor Propoſition appears from hence, 
; viz. That tho* the Papiſts allow that All Bleſſings 


bed, and afterwards carefully cheriſhed by an 
Authority that cannot Err; (as the Papiſts are 
- 2 taught to believe ;) they muſt undoubtedly be 


| hard to get rid of, and perhaps may baffle great 
Degrees of Induſtry and Care. — 


ractiſes ſuch things as 


2. Whatever Church 1 
Rmance of the firſt 


4 | are ultimately derived from God himſelf; yet 


they Pray, and return ſolemn Thanks, to ver 

many ſubordinate Benefactors and Benefa@reſſes, 
| as they ſuppoſe them to be: And thus a great 

Part of that Love, Gratitude, and Venexation, 


which are wholly due to the Supreme Being, are 


intercepted, and miſplaced. They who offer up 
Prayers and Thankſgivings, as often to the Vir- 
Sin Mazy, as to God himſelf; as their Devotion 
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ſo their Love 


Objects. + That, Mens Devotions terminate up- 


picious a Practice; yet it cannot be expected that 


does certainly throw a great Obſtacle in the Way 
o Men's, ſpiritual Improvement. But ſuch Rites, 


therefore, &a = If all that ſuperſtitious Fop- 
pery which belongs to the Romiſb Communion, 


© ſincere, Whally to prevent the ill Effects of ſuch Jed 
n 

this Argument concludes nothing, - 

ſuch things, as naturally tend to hinder the due 
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fal and Evangelical Law, does certainly obſtruct * 


9 3 CID 
is hereby hurt, for a Reaſon already inſiſted 

d the of Goa wut be in ſome ne 
weakened and impaired, That holy Flame which 
ought ever to mount upwards, entire, and with- 
gut en 15 hereby broken and divided, 
and part of it driven ſide-ways upon collateral 


on God alone; that their Religious Praiſes and 
e be addreſſęd ſolely to Him; may be | 
ooked npon as neceſſary Means of nouriſhing 
and ſtrengthening that great Virtue, which we 
are now conſidering. Conſequently. the Want of 
it-is highly detrimental to the Souls of Men, an 
a manifeſt hindranee of their ſpiritual Improve- 
ment. I ſhall, only add, that tho Siucerity may 
prevent ſome Degrees of ſo irregular, and per- 


ym ere & oo 


it ſhould be able to withſtand it entirely. 
4. Whatever Church enjoins ſuch: Kites, Ce- 
remonies, and Obſeryances, as naturally tend to 
the Prejudice and Piſturbance of Divine Norſbip, 


c. are enjoined. by the Church of Rome; and 


and incumbers its Worſhip, does not naturally le 


tend to diſtract the Minds of Worſhippers, and gr 
binder them from worſhipping God in Spirit and fe 
Truth; Or if this Inconvemence do not obſtruct by 
the Growth of Piety and true Devotion: Or if ed 


it be in the Power of any private Papi, however Fe 


miſchievous Inſtitutions, then will I allow that 


* 


3. Whatever Church profeſſes and practices 


* 


erformance of the Second graat Precept of the Mo- 


the 


Rca 
2 Hereticks, and that all Hereticks are looked up- 
on ASA d 

live upon the Earth, but to beexterminated with 
Fire and Sword. Thus the Church of Rome 
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the. Religious Improvement of its Members : But 

with this the Church of Rome is juſtly charge- 

able; and therefore, Sc. I need not put the 
der in mind, that all Proteflants are declared 


eteſtable ſort of Creatures, not fit to 


teaches, and thus it practiſes. The Queſtion 
therefore is, how far 13 e may be af - 
fected hereby. Hatred and Perſecution are ſuch 
flagrant Violations of the Law of Nature, that 
they cannot be conſiſtent with Sincerity, I will 
allo grant that to a ſincere Perſon, nothing can 
diſſolve the Obligation of loving his Fellow- 


Creatures. But yet in all probability it ma 
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be weaken'd by the Means above-mention'd. 


He who regards, and is taught to regard, a ſup- 


poſed Heretick as a kind of a Monfter, will be 
too apt to forget that he is a Man. And tho 
2 Sincerity may interpoſe to prevent this; and to 
prevent alſo every Degree of Hatred and Ani- 


moſity : Nay, tho' it prevail ſo far, as to keep 


alive Humanity and Good-Will; yet {till ſome 


2 Duty of Benevolence, and Brotherly Af. 
fection, as might otherwiſe have been made, will 


udly proclaim- 
& 


( 22 ) 
T wiſh 1 could ſay, that even fncere Men are 
not ſometimes ſeduced and miſſed by theſe Means, 
which I fear prove unhappy Occaſions of thèir 
lobing their Neighbours, nay their beft Friendt, 
leſs than they ought to love even their vort E- 
ne mies. But thus it is, and thus it will be, While 
frail Men are not only Viſe, but even Infallible 
in their own Conceits, . * n 
To the foregoing Arguments I might add ſe- 
veral others of the like nature, but I would fain 
hope they are needleſs. Mr. Stebbing is defired 
to tell us once more, whether he thinks there be 
any Senſe in attempting to Convert a Papift on the 
Biſhop's Principle. I preſume it is now incum- 
bent on him, either to grant this Point, or give 
us ſome plain Reaſons why he will not. I think' 
my ſelf in no danger of having miſſed the True is 
Point, becaufe Mr. Stebbing was fo kind as to lay 
his Finger upon it. Accordingly I have never 
loſt ſight of it, but kept it full in View. And if it 
be not now proved, he will have reaſon to fay 
it is too hard for me. A TIN 
It may not be improper to ſhew the Reader in 
before I conclude, what a clean Stroke this Gen- 
tlemen ſtruck at parting. All that I can gather 
(ſays he) from the Whole of what Silvius bas of- t! 
Fer d, is, that this Gentleman was reſolved to ſay w 
ſomething for bis Friend the ek tho” he knew not bi 
well what. — What Politeneſs, what Delicacy gi 
is here! Such generous Treatment as this, is e- W 
nough to difarm an Adverſary all at once, and 
melt him into Conviction. Whether Silvius had 
any thing to ſay, or nothing, I find Mr. Stebhing 
is reſolved never to be at a loſs. His bonef, 
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plain-bearted Reader vill, doubtleſs, be in haſte tat 
congratulate him upon ſuch a Flight as this, if hat. 
have but Capacity enough to find out the Beau Pi. 
ties of it. r enn 


Having 


| ( 23 ) 

Having diſpatched the Dialogue, I think it 
may not be amiſs to take this Opportunity of 
„ 8 examining ſome other Parts of Mr. Stebbing's 
Preface; either becauſe. they bear ſome ſpecial 
Reference to what IJ have written, or becauſe it 
* ſeems fitting and reaſonable, to put Mr. Stebbing 
in mind of ſome things, that he is grievouſly apt 
to forget. | 
Hie tells us in the beginning of his Preface, 
that hitherto Proviſion has been made rather for 


n WW the Diverſion and Entertainment of the Reader, than 
d biz real Benefit and Advantage. His Lordſhip (ſays 
6 he) has been. pleaſed to offer us Himſelf as the Sub- 
eyed of the "= ts the Dueftion has ended in this 
1- 8 ſingle Point; I hat does the Biſhop mean The Iſſue of 
e this, few, I preſume, would have had the Curigſity to 
k ſpend much Time in looking after. But certainly it 


ue is a Matter of no ſmall Conſequence to be enqui- 
Ji red into, whether a Biſhop of the Chriſtian Church 
er 2 preaches” Himſelf, or Chriſt Feſus our Lord. -— 
it } Preaching Himſelf is a Scriptural Phraſe of a 
y well-known Meaning. How it ſuits the Biſhop 
| Rok Bangor's Cale, is what needs neither very 
er much Skill, nor very much Honeſty, to deter- 
n- mine. But as Mr. Stebbing has Whetted his Pen, 
er his Lordſhip: muſt feel the Point of it now and 
then, leſt certain Spectators ſhould chance to 
ay want Diver ſian; to provide for which Mr. Steb- 
tot bing ſeems ſtill reſolved, tho? juſt before he had 
cy given us ſome Hopes that he had done with it. 
e- Whoever turns over, (for He need not ſtay to 
nd read) his Lordſhip's Sermon that gave ſo much 
Offence, will ſoon find who it was that He 
WPreached. And whoever does the ſame by the 
Per mons of ſome others, may as readily find, who 
it is, that They Preach, or at leaſt ſeem to Preach. 
head I an opportunity of whiſpering in Mr. Steb- 
au Ping's Ear, I would tell him, this is the moſt un- 
1 lucky 
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ing 


very reaſonable, F own. But when 
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lucky Obſervation he ever made in his Life. 


2 
Such Excurfions as theſe, will make Men ſuſpect, 1 
that under a pretence of Nailing at his Lordſhip, 3 f 
he is writing a Satyr then his own Party. ITap- t 
peal to the Reader, whether ſo friendly a Cau- ff 
tion ought not to be taken kindly by Mr. Stebbing, o 

But to return, I find him (Page 5.) expreſſing 1 
his Hopes, of meeting with thoſe favourable Al- 
lowances from the Reader, which ( ſays he) Io, 
think my ſelf bound to give others, who treat upon We: 
Subjects not only Nice aud Difficult in themſelves, but iſe 
which alſo Divines bave very rarely, if ever, entred 
into with Exatneſs before them. — Very juſt, and 

Mr. Stebbing 
was writing this, did it never come into his Head 
to conſider, whether the Biſhop was not entitled g 
to this Plea as well as himfelf ? Has he then gi- 
ven his Lordſhip ſuch Allowances * Has he not 
rather taken all poſſible Advantages ; and called} 
in all the Succours of Rude Wit, and Falfe Lo- N 
gick, to aggravate the ſmalleſt imagined Blemifh- gu 
es, and Paint him out in the blackeſt Colours? pl 
Has he not magnified at a ſtrange rate, every Pi 
Mote he fancies he ſees in his Lordſhip's Eye, 
and over-looked Beams in his Friends, and in his 
own ? I wiſh he would ask himfelf theſe Quef - 
tions in ſome proper Minute, and then try whe- t 
ther he can anſwer them to the Satisfaction of fliſ 
his own Conſcience, 

But what ſhall we ſay to that wonderful Con- 
cluſion which in the 15th Page he invites us to 
draw ? viz. That bis Lordſhip tranſcribed this Doc- 
tre from the Alcoran. But what is this terrible E- 
Maxim of Mabomets? Why, that All Men in Biſ 
All Religions, are equally acceptable to God, if theyFan 


ſerve him faithfully in them. Now let Mr. Steb-Þ St 


bing bluſh if he can. For ff, This is not theShi 
Brfbop's Maxim; but a Conſequence drawn fromſppa. 
| 2 
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a” Maxim which it ſelf related only to profeſs'd 

ſincere Chriſtians. If Probity be any thing, it 
2 ſhould have hinder'd him from fixing That upon 
the Biſhop himſelf, which is only a Conſequence 
from his Doctrine, which perhaps he will not 
con, or do's not ſee. But in the next place, 
Het it but be expreſs'd truly, as it ought to be, 
thus, That All truly Sincere Perſons, (in the 
Penſe which Mr. Stebbing himſelf puts upon Sin- 
erity,) tho' not Chriſtians, may be certain of 


r 
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t Wa Good Reward from Almighty God Let it be 
d put thus, I ſay; and it is Mr. Stebbing's own 
dEMaxim, as well as the Biſpop's. And conſequent- 
g y he tranſcribed It from the Alcoran. But 
d For ſhame, let not ſuch Reproacbes paſs for Ar- 
d guments And let not One who condemns him- 
1- ſelf at every Step, be thought at the ſame time 
t to confute another. K II gat 
d Mr. Stebbing procteds to quote an  Obfers 
o- vation of Biſhop Burnet's upon the Principle 
h- Huſt mention d; and he quotes it with great Ap- 


;? plauſe. I am fo well pleaſed to find Mr. Steh- 
y Ping civil to the Character of a Biſhop, eſpeci- 
e, ally Biſhop Burnet, that I am almoſt tempted to 
13 let his Encomium paſs unmoleſted. Inſtead of 
f- $ranſcribing the Quotation, I ſhall only make 
je- the following Remark. Bp. Burnet fpeaks with 
of Hliſlike of a certain Suppoſition, the Subſtance 
f which Mr. Stebbing has expreſly granted. For 

n- the Proof of this I make my ſelf anfwerable, if 
to he finds it needful, after he has turned to the 
oc- A8 1 Page of his Appeal, Cc. and compared the 
le Ponceillon there made, with ths Reflection of 
in Biſhop Burnet's. And yet he tells us, nothing 
hej tan be more juſt than this Refle&ion. — What 
eb- Security it is to a Man's Name; to have no- 
hing here left of him, but a Name? 1 hope 1 
ay have leave to conclude from hence, that 
"0 when 


| „ 
When the Brſhop of Bangor's Head is laid lou, 


tis poſſible Hes Reflections may be alſo juſt. 
And if many Men will not allow them to be ſo, ; 
till tak Time, I with his Lordſhip the continu- , 
ance of this Misfortune to the end of the Cen- 7 
tury | | wy | 


Mr. Stebbing concludes his Preface with fore- 
telling that His Lord/bip's Friends might poſſibly | 
feel ſome new Emotions.; And good reafon he had 
to ſay ſo, after the writing of ſuch à Preface 
To fee a Man of his Diſcernment and Penetra 
tion, blending fo/many Hard Words and Sof 
Arguments together © To ſee him putting his 
good Senſe upon the utmoſt Stretch, and tortu- 
ring his Invention to find out Myfteries and 
Wonders; and yet at the ſame time over-look- 
ing what is plain and manifeſt, and often wink- 
ing like a Man with ſore Eyes, to whom the 
Light is painful: This, I ſay, cannot but af. 
fect all impartial Spectators; eſpecially when 
it appears to be done, purely in order to op- 
poſe a Biſhop, whoſe only Crimes are, ( far 
as I am able to diſcover,) that he fpeaks what 
he thinks, and endeavours both to Speak and; 
Think for the general Benefit of Mankind. 
It is, I think, demonſtrable, that fuppoſing}, 
all Chriſtians as careful about their Duty as 
they ought to be; not One in Ten Thouſandſ 
can be entitled ( ſtrictly ſpeaking) to the Re: 
wards of the Goſpel, according to the Princi. ye 
ples laid down by Mr. Stebbing. Nay, it mayſtn 
juitly be doubted, whether any uninſpired Marf, : 
ever was, or ever will be fo, upon his Scheme 
But ſetting this Doubt aſide, is there any reaf, 
fon to boaſt of fuch Principles, fo injurious tq, 
the Goſpel, and ſo unfavourable to the Profeſſr 
fors of it? Shall a few Chriſtians, upon a preg. 
tence of Orthodoxy, preſume to engroſs a Prifh,, 
1977 | viledg: 


(' v7 3 
4 viledge to Themſelves, which All Believers have, 
or may have, an equal Right to? Shall They 
„ throw up a New Fence, and build a New Par- 
* tition Wall, to exclude All but Themſelves 2 
Thus becoming a peculiar People of their own 
making, and rejecting Millions of upright Chri- 
ſtians, with an Ite Profani. | | 
Mr. Srebbing goes on for two Pages together, 
to ſhew the Dangers and Inconveniences of the 
WBiſhop's Doctrine. And had he lived in Luther's 
Time, he might have argued againſt Him in the 
ſame manner, and with equal Force. Surely the 
Queſtion is not, Whether ill-diſpoſed Men may 
not make a bad uſe of the Doctrine of Siuceri- 
ty. If it be, Mr. Stebbing will ſoon get rid of 
his Adverſaries. But will he then be conſiſtent 
with himſelf, and allow other Doctrines to MW 
{tryed by the ſame Rule, particularly that of 
Private Fudgment, The general Uſe of the Scrip- 
tures, Kc. If he will, he has blown up the Re- 
55 ormation all at once. But whatever he may 
think fit to ſay Occaſonally, he knows perfectly 
* well that this Argument either proves Nothing, 
nd ſor almoſt every Thing. Nay, it is ſuch an Argu- 
ment, that if he give it any Force at all, it 
ng will Pull his Pen out of his Hand, and even his 
Eyes out of his Head. 
ny Beſides, there is another Point, which tho' 
de r. Stebbing has very prudently over- looked, 
vet I think it highly fitting to be laid before 
the Reader. I mean the Dangers and Inconve- 
Lanniences attending the Doctrine of fixing Eternal 
a lvat ion upon too rigid Orthodoxy, Why he took 
en not the leaſt notice of Iheſe, is a Secret not fit 
to be pry'd into. He puts the Inconyeniences 
of the Biſhop's Doctrine into one Scale; and in- 
ſtead of putting thoſe of his Own into the o- 
ber, he keeps em behind him, or throws em 
[ | D 2 out 
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many ba 
Indolent, and unconcern'd about the Truths of 


rection of Chance, or ſomething worſe. It tends 
fill Men's Minds with endleſs Inquietudes 


ing? Alas! what Hopes can he thus have | 


- unleſs it has Infallibility to reſt upon. An 
tho' this be not now to be met with upon Eart 


Pretences to it, And many Men, when the 
tebank, who, inſtead of Medicines, gives the 


" Poiſon. See whither the Doctyine of Orthodox 
© Earries Men by its own natural Bias! 


( 28 ) 
out of ſight. But I ſhall produce them; not 
only as they may ſerve as an Argument ad Ho- 
minem, but likewiſe upon another account. What 
I mean is, that the Inconveniences belonging to 
this Doct/ine about Orthodoxy are not accidental, 
as in the other Caſe, but eſſential and unavoid- 


able. If the Doctrine of Sincerity have an ill 
Effect on Men, it is manifeſtly their own Fault. 
It will have a good one, nay, many good ones, 

if they will give it leave. But this Do#rine off 
Orthodoxy can have no good Effects; may have 
4 ones; and muſt neceſſarily have ſome 
ſuch. It naturally tends to make Men Stupid, 


Religion. It often commits them to the Dil 


and Perplexities. If one erroneous Doctrine be 


enough to diſ-entitle a Chriſtian, what muſt be 
do? Which Way muſt he turn himſelf? Shall 


he truſt to the Aſſiſtance of his own Underſtand- 


diſcovering the true Senſe of every Doctri 
nal Text of the New Teſtament, amidft ſuch i 
Diverſity and Multiplicity of Opinions? Shal 
he then truſt to his Parents, or his Paſtors, an- 
follow at all Adventures the. Doctrines he find 
eſtabliſhed in his native Country? Is Implici; 
Faith a ſovereign Antidote againſt Error ? No 


yet we know where there are bold and ſtron 


are Reſtleſs, Uneaſy; and Sick, if they cannc 
meet with a Phyſician, will take up with a Mon 
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What will Mr. Stebbing ſay to this? Will he 
account it a fmall thing for Men to be driven 
thus head-long into a Blind Faith ? I would 
alſo ask him, whether he makes light of that 


2 Diſhonour, which muſt neceſſarily be reflected 
on the Goſpel, if a Chriſtian's Title to its Re- 
: wards be hung upon a meer Contingency'? And 


whether it be not a ſad Proſtitution of the 


Divine Favour, to repreſent it as following 
ſach Qualifications as are altogether worthleſs ? 
Theſe, and ſeveral other Points of the like na- 
ture, ſhould have been conſidered and taken no- 
tice of. They do indeed deſerve to be treated 


i of diſtinctly, and at large; not only as they 


affect the Cauſe in hand, but to reſcue the 
Minds of Men out of a certain Deluſion, which 


1 ſeems to be not only of dangerous, but fatal 
e Conſequence. It either is, or ſeems to be the 


Perſuaſion of very many, that Orthodoxy will 


q cover a Multitude of Sins; eſpecially when ac- 


company d with the Merits of an active Zeal, 


and a reſolute Oppoſition of what happens to be 
call'd Hereſy. 


| Wie are told (Page 17,) that When Men are 


firſt fond of a Perſuaſion, and then ſeek to be juſtt- 


Fed in the Profeſton of it; they will be ready enough 


neg to lay hold of the Grant, without troubling them- 


ſelves much about the Conditions of it. To which 


I anſwer, that the Doctrine of Orthodoxy is in 
a more peculiar manner adapted to ſuch a 
Temper of Mind; becauſe, in effect, it exempts 
Men from all Trouble, by rendring it unpro- 
fitable and inſignificant. For Orthodoxy, eſpe- 
cially ſo univerſal as Mr. Stebbing requires, is 
ſeldom, if ever, in a Man's Power; and by con- 
ſequence he 1s diſcouraged from e 
after it. In the other Caſe, the ſuppoſed ro - 
F ante. Y 4 . AE 


( 30 ) 
chief is the Fault of the Man; in this Caſe; it 
is chiefly the Fault of the Doctyine. 


Mr. Stebbing proceeds to conſider once more 


the Meaning of the Biſhop's Poſition, and begins 


(Page 20.) with that Term, The Favour of God. 
Tze moſt natural Senſe of which he makes to 
be The Approbation of God, in conjunction with | 
thoſe Benefits, Bleſings, or Rewards, which be bee 
flows in conſequence of that Approbation. That | 


the Word Favour is ſometimes uſed in this wide 
Senſe, I do not deny. But I muſt have leave 
to fay, that tis not the Primary, nor the Na- 
tural Senſe of it, but Figurative ; the Cauſe be- 

e, tho' by Favours are uſually meant Bene» 
fits; yet Favour, I think, generally means only 


that which is antecedent to Benefits. And to 
come to the Reaſon of the Thing, moſt certain- 
ty Approbation is one thing, and Rewards ano- 
Sow They are very often ſeparated in Fact, 
and therefore may well be diſtinguiſhed in Sig- 
nification. Sometimes there is Approbation with- 

+ | when Benefits 
do follow, they often bear no Proportion to the 


out any ſubſequent Benefits; a 


Benefactor's Good-W1ll. 
We are told (Page 21.) that the chief Point 


of Enquiry is not Whether this Diſtindion be juſt 
and right in it ſelf, but whether bis Lordſhip, in the 
Propoſition now controverted, bad any Regard to 
this Diſtinction. I perceiye then the Queſtion is 
alter d. For it uſed to be (True Meaning, &c., 


Page 7.) Whether Mr. Stebbing had fated the 
Senſe of the Poſition rightly ,, that is ( ſays he) 


eccording to the maſt Natural and Obvious Import 
of the Words. Now the Natural TÞnport of the 


Words is laid aſide; and it ſeems we are only 
to regard the Hon ee by the Biſhop. So 
"that if you will but allow Mr. Stebbing ſ 


ing made to ſignify its Efe#s. Ev'n in common 
U 
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ill to 
quarrel 


1 


r 


HFappineſs, &c. as Equivalent Terms. 


3 no Man living, &c. 
bing s Suppolition, it would have been thus ex- 


n 

quarrel with his Lordſhip, he will be content 
to drop the-Poſition, and let it ſignify what it 
can. Well, I find this Author can make the 
Queſtion to be juſt what he pleaſes and we muſt 


attend him in all his Motions. And thus it is; 
and muſt be, (and let no body wonder at it his 
beculiar Happineſs always to ſtate the Caſe Right. 


But how does he prove that the "Biſhop did 


not think of diſtinguiſhing between God's Fa- 


vour, and the Blefings and Rewards conſequent 
thereupon ? By obſerving (Page 23.) That bis 
Lord 7 frequently throughout the Diſpntè es 
changed the Favour of God for Salvation, Eternal 
Equiva- 
lent ? Yes, in reſpect of the Point his Lord- 
{hip was proving : Which was the Abſurdity of 


Men's laying ſo great a Streſs on certain Vi- 
ceties. 1 
neither the Favour of God, nor Eternal Happineſs, 


His Lordſhip plainly perceived, that 


nor Eternal Salvation, did, or could depend u 


3 ſuch Niceties. Three Terms of diftin& Mean- 
2 ings in themſelves, but entirely the ſame in 
3 reſpec of his Lordſhip's Argument. What won- 
der then if he uſed them promiſcuouſly, indiffe- 
I rently mentioning upon every Occaſion the firſt 
that offered? --- To which may be added, that 
in ſeveral of the Biſhop's Expreſhons, which 
Mr. Stebbing has produced, ( Page 22.) it no way 
I appears that the Idea of Rewards is included. 
And in one of them, Rewards are plainly diſtin- 


guiſhed from Favour. I ſhall tranſcribe it. It 
is highly abſurd to put ſo important a Point as 
God's Favour, and Eternal Happineſs, upon what 
Now according to Mr. Steb- 


preſſed, God's Favour, or Eternal Happineſs, What 
occation had his Lordſhip to ſay, AND Eternal 


Happineſs, if this Idea was included in the other 


Term ? 


7 


32 
Term? — Tis true, he ſpeaks of them Both 
as One Point. But that he might very well do; 
partly upon account of the cloſe Connexion 
there is between them, and partly for the Rea- 
fon: before mention d. ii 
But if the Biſhop was from the firſt aware of 
the fore· going Diſtinction, then Mr. Stebbing lets | 
us know, that his Lordſhip might have made a 
properer Anſwer than he did to an Objection 
of the Committee. But perhaps his Lordfhip li- 
ked his on Anſwer better than that which Mr. 
Stebbing has dreſſed up for him. Why then will 
he obtrude it upon his Lordſhip ? Since (as 
he is pleaſed to tell us) his Lordſbip's Inventions 
are nothing to bim; let me have leave to ſay, 
that bis Inventions are nothing to bis Lordſhip. 
However, this Argument of Mr. Stebbing's can 
have no Weight, till it appears that his Lord- 
ſhip is convinced of the Impropriety or Inſuffi- 
ciency of his former Anſwer. And therefore 1 
need not give my ſelf the trouble to draw up a 
1 between tſen. 5 
Page 25. Mr. Stebbing ſtops a little to con- 
gratulate himſelf in his Reader's Name, upon 
the good Iſſue of the firſt Branch of his Cauſe: 
Which I muſt needs own to be courteouſly done. 
But then he goes on; Woe is me Here is ano- 
ther great and weighty Point to be tryed, &c. If 
Mr. Stebbing reckon his Miſtakes in the Number 
of his Woes, I fear he will ſhortly find himſelf 
in a more woeful Caſe than he thinks of, — This 
great Point is, what is meant by Equally fcllow- 
ing every equal Degree, And it gives Mr. Steb- 
bing an occaſion of triumphing for ſeveral Pages 
together. It may ſeem a little unkind to diſturb 
him in the midſt of his Joy : Eſpecially fince, i 
according to a Sentiment of his own, I ought to 
{uppoſe, ( notwithſtanding the foregoing Ex- 
| | clamation ) 


I 


Jamation ) that his Miſfakes are full as pleaſant 
o him as Truth. 1 with they be not ſometimes 
pleaſanter. Por without queſtion there are cer- 
ain Truths in the World, that he does not love 
he ſight of. I expect therefore no Thanks at 
all for what follows. | | 
By equally following every equal Degree, if we 
ill believe Mr. Stebbing, nothing elſe can poſ- 
ibly be meant, than being Proportionable to 
he Degrees of 4 4 T ſhall venture ( ſays 
e, Page 27.) to fand the Shock of bis Lordſhip's 
ture Complaints, by inſiſting = it, that this is 
he only Meaning of which bis Words are literally 
apable, This is modeſtly expreſſed in compa- 
fn of what we find in one of his Books, vi. 
The true Meaning and Conſequences, &c, Where 
at Page 23. he has theſe Words: do inſiſt upon 
t, and for ever ſhall inſiſt upon it, in oppoſition to 
bis Lordſhip, and All bis Friends , That to 7 that 
he Favour of God equally * every equa 5 
F Sincerity, can imply no leſs than, &c. EY 
Conſidering that he not only inſiſts upon this 
ow, but tells us that he ſhall for ever inſiſt up- 
dn it, it may ſeem a fruitleſs Piece of Work 
or any Man to endeavour to convince him that 
e is miſtaken. If theſe Words be interpreted 
vith that Rigour, which he ſo often uſes in his 
nterpretations, it might be taken for granted, 
hat he has ſome Way or other fortified him- 
elf againſt Conviction; and that he is reſolved. 
o be in the Right, whatever Proofs be offered 
im of his being in the Wrong. If he complain 
pf want of Candour, and call this an unequitable 
onftruction, I ſhall very readily concur with 
im. Why then did I mention it? Purely to 
dnt Mr. Stebbing in mind of a certain Golden 
Rule which he has heard of ſeveral times, but is 
oatinually forgetting, 1 has often * 


. 
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Term? — *Tis true, he ſpeaks of then Both e 
as One Point, But that he might very well do; ,t 
partly upon account of the cloſe Connexion 
there 1s between them, and partly for the Rea- 
ſon before- mention d. . 
But if the Biſhop was from the firſt aware of n 
the fore- going Diſtinction, then Mr. Stebbing lets 
us know, that his Lordſhip might have made a 
properer Anſwer than he did to an Objection 
of the Committee. But perhaps his Lordfhiy li- 
ked his own Anſwer better than that which Mr. 
Stebbing has dreſſed up for him. Why then will 
he obtrude it upon his Lordſhip ? Since (as 
he is pleaſed to tell us) his Lordſhip's Inventions 
are nothing to him; let me have leave to ſay, 
that his Inventions are nothing to his Lordſhip. 


However, this Argument of Mr. Stebbing's can 5 


have no Weight, till it appears that his Lord- 


ſhip is convinced of the Impropriety or Inſuffi- Bi 


ciency of his former Anſwer. And therefore I 
need not give my ſelf the trouble to draw up a U 
Compariſon between them. 

Page 25. Mr. Stebbing ſtops a little to con- 
gratulate himſelf in his Reader's Name, upon pr 
the good Iſſue of the firſt Branch of his Cauſe: fo 


Which I muſt needs own to be courteouſly done. he 


But then he goes on; Woe is me ! Here is ano- 
ther great and weighty Point to be tryed, 8&c, If 
Mr. Stebbing reckon his Miſtakes in the Number | 
of his Woes, I fear he will ſhortly find himſelf 


in a more woeful Caſe than he thinks of. — This 0 


great Point is, what is meant by Equally follon- 
ing every equal Degree, And it gives Mr. Steb- 
bing an occaſion of triumphing for ſeveral Pages | 
together. It may ſeem a little unkind to diſturb 


him in the midſt of his Joy : Eſpecially ſince, 


according to a Sentiment of his own, I ought to 
ſuppoſe, ( notwithſtanding the foregoing Ex- 
clamation ) 


11 


elamation) that his Miſfakes are full as pleaſant 
+ to him as Tut ht. 1 with they be not ſometimes 
2 pleaſanter. Por without queſtion there are cer- 
- Stain Truths in the World, that he does not love 
he ſight of. I expect therefore no Thanks at 
all for what follows. 
By equally following every equal Degree, if we 
vill believe Mr. Stebbing, nothing elſe can poſ- 
ibly be meant, than being Proportionable to 
he Degrees of Sincerity, I ſhall venture ( ſays 
e, Page 27. ) to fand the Shock of his Lordſhip's 
1 Future Complaints, by inſiſting = it, that this is 
s he only Meaning of which his Words are literally 
s rapable. This is modeſtly expreſſed in compa- 
r bn of what we find in one of his Books. v:z. 
1. Mhe true Meaning and Conſequences, &c. Where 
n Kt Page 23. he has theſe Words: I do inſiſt upon 
- it, aud for ever ſhall inſiſt upon it, in oppoſition to 
bis Lordſhip, and All his Friends; That to ſay that 
I the Favour of God equally follows every equal Degree 
a pf Sincerity, can imply no leſs than, &c. 

3 Conſidering that he not only inſiſts upon this 
* dow, but tells us that he ſhall for ever inſiſt up- 
n bn it, it may ſeem a fruitleſs Piece of Work 
: for any Man to endeavour to convince him that 
> he is miſtaken. If theſe Words be interpreted 
- ith that Rigour, which he ſo often uſes in his 
f Unterpretations, it might be taken for granted, 
r that he has ſome Way or other fortified him- 
f ſelf againſt Conviction; and that he is reſolved 
is to be in the Right, whatever Proofs be offered 
-- him of his being in the Wrong. If he complain 
pk want of Candour, and call this an unequitable 
s Conſtruction, I ſhall very readily concur with 
him. Why then did I mention it? Purely to 
pnt Mr. Stebbing in mind of a certain Golden 
Rule which he has heard of ſeveral tines, but is 
ontinually forgetting, He has often nn 

E wit 


miſtake not, they lye wholly in that Senſe which . 


Equally culpable ? I anſwer, ( fays the Doctor) 
a ſophiſtical Syllogiſm with four Terms. Equally 


©» 
with eagerneſs at ſmaller Handles than what hi 
has here given; and, by the help of his good 
natur'd Locick. drawn them out into notable 
Threads of Diſcourſe. Er 

But let us fee what Grounds he has to bee: 
ſo Poſitive and Reſolute in this matter. If 1% 


he puts upon theWordEqually.Byequally following 
he means following in the ſame Meaſure and De 
gree. And I grant there is Reaſon, in ſome Caſes 
to put this Senſe upon the Word. But the Qu. 
tion is, What reaſon there is to affirm that iſ 
will bear no other. Should I tell him that thi 
Word has two Senſes; and that it is to be ſome 
times taken in the one, and ſometimes in ths 
other; I doubt he would not believe me. It ma) 
not therefore be amiſs, to refer him to ſome Maſi 
ter of Language, who acknowledges this double 
Senſe of the Word, and affirms that it may be 
uſed in either. If ſuch Authority ſhould hap 
en not to weigh with Mr. Stebbing, I know not 
ow to helpit. Let the Reader judge whethe 
it do's not difable one of his mighty Criticiſms 
I defire him then to turn to the 476th Page 
of the Learned Dr. Waterland's Vindication, &c. 
where a Paſſage will be found very much to our! 
purpoſe. The DoQor's Opponent had argued 
thus: Since Revelation is the only Rule in the Caſe ; 
if we go beyond, or if we fall ſhort, are we not! 


that you Equivocate in the Word Equally, and mak: 


Culpable ſignifies, either that the One is Culpable as 
well as the Other, or that One is Culpable as much! 
as the Other. Equally a Fault, or an Equal o 
Fault,--- Tis poflible Mr. Stebling may be ſome. ( 
what ſtartled at this Paſſage ; tho' how he will 


fence againſt it, Icannot imagine. Let him try 


with 


. 
zith this Light before him, whether the Poſition 
ay not be interpreted in a manner very different 
from his own. The Favour of God equally follows 
beevery equal Degree of Sincerity. Whatever his 
f IF ordſhip did mean by theſe Words, let Mr. Steb- 
ich ping confider whether he might not mean as fol- 
Bows. Of two Chriſtians ſincere in the ſame Degree, 
tho* of different Communions ) the one is undoubted- 
y Hleſs'd with the Favour of God, as well as the 
other. Mr. Stebbing will needs have it as much, 
and tells us he 1s confident (Page 15 of the ſame 
Book ) That no Man of common Senſe would under- 
land it otherwiſe, Such Expreſſions as theſe are 
Fvery apt to fall from a Man in = fluſh of Zeal, 
but certainly Writers onght to guard agamft 
them, becauſe they often happen to preſs upon 
their Friends as well as their Foes. * 
I believe it now appears evident to the Rea- 
der, that there is a Literal and Grammatical 
notFSenſe of the Biſhop's Words, which Mr. Stebbing 
hctfhas over- looked, notwithſtanding he has ſo reſo- 
Jlutely denied it. And if Mr. Stebbing ſhould at 
Flength be convinced of this, he will ſoon find 
what little Reaſon he had to reje&; with ſo much 
Inſolence and Indignation, the Interpretation 
lately given us by the Biſhop himſelf. -- Should 
Ir. Stebbing ſay, (which I think is all he can ſay) 
Ithat, according to this Conſtruction, the Word E- 
qually is altogether ſuperfluous ;' I tell him be- 
fore-hand this will not be granted him: For that 
Word ſtrengthens the Expreſſion, and helps it to 
Jlignify, what, I doubt not, it was intended to 
ſignify, that God favours ſincere Chriſtians with- 
out any Reſpect had to different Opinions or 
JCommunions. 563 

It would not be worth while to contend thus 
about ſuch a Point as this, (the Poſition not re- 

ally needing it ) had not Mr. Stebbing . 
3 E 2 10 
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ſo often, and with ſo much Aſſurance, that hi; 
Lordſhip's Words were not capable of any o- 
ther Interpretation than that above-mentioned 
and taken occaſion from thence to condemn and} | 
even inſult his Lordſhip about it. I acknow\ ' 
ledge Mr. Steb/ing's Penetration, and grudge 
him not any Satisfaction that he can reaſona 
bly take in his own Diſcoveries. Let him ſhine 
in Coniroverſy, and diſtinguiſh himſelf as muc 
as he can; but let him not pretend and promiſc 
to ſhew us his Lordſhip's Faults, and then pu 
us off with his own Miſtakes. For this is now | 
-o:1y Injuring his Lordſhip, but Mocking ug ; 
Readers, wio coming with great Expectation 
and-A- tention to hear ſtrange Things, ought 
not to be ſo cheated. | y | 

Nothing can be leſs to the Purpoſe than Mr. 
Stebbing's obſerving, that Silvius is one of thoſey , 
who once ſuppoſed that his Lordſhip's Propoſil | 

( 


tion did relate to the Difference of Rewards, a 
well as Favour. I afſure him, it is no News (ta 
Me at leaſt) that Silvius or ce committed a Miſh 
take, or over-looked a Diſtinction. He has done 
it to my knowledge very often; and is now 
grown ſo harden'd, that he is not aſhamed to 
confeſs it, even publickly, as ſoon as ever he 
receives it. I doubt not but the hoxeft Reader} 
will again be in baſte to congratulate Mr. Stebbingh . 
upon 2 ſingular Modeſty in this Particular, a 
well as ſome others. 1 
Mr. Stebbing owns, that in my latter Bool, 
- ( written againſt Dr. Sherlock) I mentioned th 
Diſtinction which his Lordſhip now inſiſts on} 

But it ſeems I confeſſed it was an After- Thought. 
I did ſo, and if he had pleaſed, he might have 

- confeſſed the ſame of hin ſelf too, For if it was 

not an After-Thought of his own, he vouchſated 

io horrow it, and to uſe it as familiarly as N c 
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ai had been his own. I ſhall only add, that he is 
# heartily welcome to it; and if I happen to have 
any more After-Thoughts that may be of any 
uſe to him, I ſhall by no means grudge him the 
Benefit of them: So far from it, that I here 
2 give him full liberty to make as free with them, 
as I ſhall do my ſelf. 
ney Page 30. We find Mr. Stebbing in pain for Mr. 
Pyle and my ſelf, leſt the Biſhop ſhould condemn 
Us, along with Him, for Miſcon ſtruction. But 
let him not give himſelf any Uncaſineſs ape 
our Accounts. We think our ſelves very ſafe, 
as knowing his Lordſhip never uſes to condemn 
Men for involuntary Overſights. And if Mr. 
Stebbing can find ſuch a Plea as this for him- 
ſelf, we ſhall be out of pain for bim too. | 
3 But pray obſerve his next Words. It will be 
1 bard and unkind to condemn thoſe without a Reaſon, 
who never yet could be prevailed upon by Reaſon to 
4 condemn your Lordſhip. If a Man can be Vitty 
at ſo ſmall an Expence, who would ever be Dull? 
But as to what he complains of, how ſhould it 
happen otherwiſe ? All that Reaſon, which con- 
dens his Lordſhip, is engroſſed by Mr. Stebbing 
and his Friends; and I GCovole carefully lock'd 
up. For my part, I cannot meet with the leaſt 
4 Glimmering of it, tho' I have ſought it diligen t- 
in 2 their Writings. I often found indeed good 
ſtore of Paton, pleading hard for the Condemna- 
tion of his Lordſhip. But let Mr. Stebbing ex- 
ooh cuſe me, if I tell him, that as Paſion has not hi- 
theſ therto, ſo neither ſhall it ever prevail with me 
on to condemn any thing but it nk X 
gb. Were I diſpoſed to make full Trial of the 
have Reader's Patience, I might pick out of the Pa- 
ges next following ſeveral Remarks as Ingenious 
as the laſt, and make Anſwers to them of equal 
Importance, But I have no mind to give any 
. = Body 
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Body needleſs Occaſions of growing weary of 
this Controverſy. Nor would I have it object- 
ed to Mr. Stebbing, tha he has been offering us 
d 4. as the Fule of our Speculations. I have | 
already acknowledged him a great Proficient in *' 
the At of Thinkivg, and do here acknowledge 
him, once for ail, peculiarly Happy in the Art of 
Speaking 3 if that may be called an Art, which | 
eems to be ſo very natural to him. Be this as 
it will, *tis certain he ſpeaks, as few Men have 
ſpoke before him. And tho' this be an Eloquent 
ge, abounding in Orators of all kinds, yet 1 
do not think it will produce many capable of 
out-doing him. > 
At the 36th Page he gives us to underſtand, 
that Suppoſing he had been miſtaken in the Senſe | 
of bis Lordſhip's Propoſition, the Difference would 
Hill be very great between the Biſhop and Him. 
This I believe to be true; but perhaps he had 
done as wiſely to keep it to himſelf. Whether 
he hath miſtaken the Biſhop, or not, *tis plain 
enough that he differs from him; and I fear will 
do. while his Lordſhip continues to publiſh ſome 
ſort of Do@rines. - 
But this Difference we are to gather from two 
extraordinary Obſervations which Mr. Stebbing 
has been pleaſed to lay down for that Purpoſe. | 
The firſt ſets forth his own Candour and Gene-! 
roſity, in having made his Lordſhip ſuch large 
and liberal Conceſſions Had he, it ſeems, been Wc 
diſpoſed to treat the Biſhop rigorouſly, he could 
have ſhewn the Poſition left no room — for a. . 
ny Difference to be made between one Man and a. P. 
not her, upon the account of their moral Qualifica- 
tions. I am forely afraid Mr. Stebbing has no 
Right to the Complement he here makes him- 
ſelf. It has indeed no other Foundation, than 
an egregious 'Blunder of his own, if I may ven: 
2 | ture! 
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ture to call it fo, He has plainly miſconſtru- 
ed another Clauſe in the Biſhop's Propoſition, 
and expects, according to Cuſtom, to make his 
Lordſhip a Sufferer by it. For a Sufferer he 
muſt be, if he is forced to ſtand to Mr. Stebbing's 
Courteſy. | i 
The Favour of God follows Sincerity conſidered as 


1 

f & ſuch. That is, ſays Mr. Stebbing, Sincerity A- 
lone. This Explanation, which he {till inſiſts 
s Jon, was given us long ago, and that with the 
e & utmoſt Aſſurance. His Lordſhip, ſays he, either 
t means this, or Nothing. Nothing? I beſeech 
I vou Sir, allow his Lordſhip to mean Something, 
fand in return it ſhall be allowed that you 


mean every thing. Modeſtly ſpeaking, it ſhall 

d, always be granted, that you have more Mean- 
ſe F ings than his Lordſhip ever had, or ever will 
1d have. But to come to the Point, If the Favour 
m. of God follow Sincerity, as ſuch, then I own it 
ad follows Siucerity, where-ever it is to be found, 
er and by conſequence, when it happens to be 
in Alone. Even this, we ſee, tho' it be a Con- 
ill ſequence of the Propoſition, yet is not the 
me Senſe of it. But if it was, Mr. Stebbing is not 
content with it. By Sincerity alone, he not on- 
wo ly means Sincerity by it ſelf, or unaccompa- 


ing nied with other Qualifications z but Sincerity 
oe. ſolely and excluſively of all other Things; and 


Finterprets the Propoſition accordingly. For 
thus we read in the long Tranſcript which he has 
ſet before us. If the Favour of God follows Since» 
uldFity as ſuch, i. e. ( ſays he) If God in diſpen- 
1a. ng bis Favours have no regard to any thing but 
d a-Wincerity, &c. So that he makes as ſuch ſigni- 
ca- y nothing but; thereby excluding all other 
nof{Things. I defire then to know, by what Rule 
im- f Language, or Grammar, or Logick, Mr. Steb- 
haning will juſtify this Explanation. —— To 
en me, 
ure 


. 
me, thoſe two Particles appear neither capa- 
ble of ſignifying, nor even inferring, any ſuch 
Thing. The favouring of Sincerity, as ſuch, I 
ſhould think meant nothing more than favour- 
ing it for its own ſake, and upon its own intrin- 
1 Account, whatever Effects it may happen 
to produce. Which I preſume is an Advantage 
that Ortbodoxy, as ſuch, can lay no Claim to; 
as being of no Value, when unaccompanied 
with Sincerity. Should it be ſaid, that the Fa- 
vour of God follows Charity conſidered as ſuch, N 
would this exclude all other Qualifications? h 
Or if I ſay, that the Favour of a Prince fol- 
lows Loyalty confidered as ſuch , is this putting 
a Bar to all other Claims and Pretenſions ? 
What other Qualifications, beſides. Sincertty, 
can entitle Men to God's Favour, I do not now 
enquire : Whatever they are, this Propoſition O 
of his Lordſhip's excludes them not. At leaſt, 
I muſt have leave to think fo, till Mr, Steb- 
bing vouchſafe to give us ſome Proof of the con- 
trary, But before he attempt it, let me aſk 
him a Queſtion or two more. Becauſe God 
Regards Sincerity upon its own Account, and 
for its own Sake, dos it follow, that He will F 
have no Regard to the Degrees of Moral Im- 
rovement which may accompany it? Again, 
ecauſe God Favours and Regards Sincerity, . 
whereſoever, and in whomſoever, it be found; be 
do's it follow from thence, that no additional 
Degrees of Favour can belong to thoſe, who 
have other Pretenſions thereto, beſides Since- 
rity ? — Tho' I cannot grant, yet I will ſap- 
poſe for the preſent, that by the Favour of 
| God, the Biſhop meant the Rewards of the Goſ- 
pel. Upon this Suppoſifion, it would follow 
indeed from the Propoſition, that theſe * 
, 0 0 


rannot be, muſt not be. 
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flo in ſome meaſure belong to fimcere Heathens. 


But ſurely it would not follow, that they 
could not be conferred, in a higher Degree; on 
ncere Chriftians , who might, notwithſtanding 
this Propoſition, not only pretend thereto, in 


virtue of greater Impronements, but alſo in vir= 
tue of that Friviledge which Mr. Stebbing inſiſts 
vn. From hence, together with what I be- 


dre took notice of, I conclude that the Poſition 
Jo's not in the leaſt lye at Mr. Stebbing's 
Mercy, but is quite above his Reach. I know 


he has a violent Inclination to pull it in Pie- 


es, for the ſake of its Owner. But what 

It appears alſo, 
otwithſtanding Mr. Stebbing's Boatts, that if 
e had granted the Biſhop more than he ſpeaks 
pf, he would have laid his Lordſhip under no 


Obligation at all. I ſhall only add, that I wiſh 


e hath not here given us an unlucky Spe- 
men of that Art of Thinking, in which he 
ould have us believe him ſo very converſant. 
ertain it is, that either He, or IJ, have 
hought very aukwardly about this Matter; 
nd let the Reader determine whether. 

What follows in the Preface, that is mate- 
ial, I expect an Opportunity of conſidering 
n a more proper Place ; excepting one Point, 
hich, being of a different nature, ſhall not 
de deferred. It is the Inconfiſtency of a cer- 
ain Preface with the Principles of the Book 
d which it is prefixed. This having been 
wice aſſerted by the Biſhop, and Mr. Stebbing 
aving the Misfortune not to be convinced of 
t, he reſents the Uſage extreamly, and makes 
eavy Complaints. 
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der'd Innocent in the Sight of God, and eve 
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cannot but obſerve that Mr. Stebbing, like 
other long-fighted Men, always ſees beſt at a 
diſtance. Whether this be the Effect of Art, 
or Nature, let others determine. Things that 
are obvious, and lye, as it were, cloſe to his 
Eyes, he either cannot, or will not fpy out; 
eſpecially if they have a troublefome Aſpect. 
To find his own Principles ridiculed by the 
Dean of Chiche ſter, would be an inſufferable 
Diſcovery. However, ſince he declares he can- 
not find it without Help, he muſt excuſe me g 
if I give him a little. 

I deſire him then to conſider, whether his 
own Principles do not ſanJGify the Cruelties of & 
an Inquiſition, ſuppoſing it could be ſincerely 
carried on, Which he knows to be the Suppo- 
ſition. — If, as Mr. Stebbing has declared, All 
ſincere Perſons are not only ſure of not being 
Condemned, but alſo of obtaining a Good Re- 
ward; is it not evident that This Principleſs 
ſauctiſies their Practiſes, be they never ſo con-Elſ 
trary to the Divine Law, juſt in that Senſeſpo 


in which it was affirm'd of the Biſhop's Do 


ctrine? te 
Again; Let him conſider whether the ſameſhiy 
Principle do not, upon the ſame abſurd Sup-TLe 
poſition, Fuſttefy All the Forms of Error ani 
Inpiety, which ever a deluded Feople, &c. Fo 
are not Men truly and fully Fnfified in thei 
Errors, be they what they will, who are ren 


ſecure of being Rewardcd by him ? 


* 


But 
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But to the former of theſe, Mr. Stebbing has 
but in an Anſwer before-hand For it ſeems 
y Sandifying, (pray obſerve Reader,) the 
Dean means Goſpel-Sanctification. And ma- 
king a ſincere Inquiſitor to be Innocent, and 
Rewardable in God's ſight, does not imply 
he Holineſs of a Chriſtian, or Goſpel-Holineſs. 
Ihe Dean (we are to ſuppoſe ) knew very 
e well that a ſincere Inquiſitor 184 ſure of a Good 
e Reward, and therefore would by no means 
- Midicule the Principle that makes him ſo: 
But that the Inquiſitor aforeſaid ſhould be 
ure of Goſpel Rewards, That he thought very 
range and wonderful, and accordingly Rrd1- 
uled it! —— This is alt unanſwerable, and 
ly deſire to be excuſed from meddling with 
o-Wt. | 
113 By the ſame Rule J ſuppoſe, the Word Fuſ- 
ng:fying in the latter Clauſe, do's not ſignify 
de- Deliverance from Guilt and Condemnation, 
leis Divines uſed to tell us, but ſomething 

lſe that Mr. Stebbing will acquaint us with a- 
other Time. . 2 +4 
Before I concludes I cannot but adviſe Mr. 
tebhing to hold faſt the Interpretation he has 
imeßiven us, and defend it with all bis Might. 
up Let him without any Scruple, or Heſitation, 
andſay the ſame Thing of the Dean now, that he 
Forgnce ſaid of the Biſhop, viz. That he either 
neiſeans This, or Nothing : Leſt if the Dean ſhould 
renFean any thing elſe, he ſhould happen to 
ean too much. But if, after Mr. Stebbing 
as fully exerted himſelf in Defence of this 
terpretation, he ſhould chance to find it 
ot Tenable ; then let him betake * 

| Oorth- 


, 

ö 

. 
8 
3 


Put 


4 4.8 2 7 


88 — 
i — RE” er wo £8 4.4 
- 2 — — — — — 
_ r . _ P— 


— * 42 MY 
+; a 21 — — 
* —— — - 


, 
- 


© a” of 
forthwith to the other Expedient. Without 
queſtion he will do the Dean a ſingular Piece 
of Service, if he can ſhew that the whole Pa- 
ragraph means Nothing. 
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